POLICY STATEMENT

Athlete Movement to Older Age Categories

Date Approved By Executive: November 3, 2019
Amended: November 1, 2022
Replaces Policy: none prior

1. Purpose
The purpose of the policy to is define both the conditions and the process for athletes to
request the opportunity to try-out for and be considered by the Board of Directors to play at
an age category higher than their developmental age class.

2. Scope

This policy applies to all Dawson Creek Volleyball Club (DCVC) athletes and athletes
transferring from volleyball clubs outside of the Dawson Creek area.

3. Definitions

Age Categories: are the age categories that are set each year by Volleyball Canada
(e.g., U13 -U18)

Developmental age class: is the age class that player’s birthdate falls into that relates
to the age category (e.g., Athletes born from September 1, 2005 to Dec 31 2006 (16
months)

4. Principles

DCVC is a small volleyball club and the sustainability of the club, its teams and the
opportunity for as many athletes to participate in club volleyball as possible must be
a highly priority when making decisions regarding athlete movement.

Having athletes participate in an older age category could mean that an athlete may
be cut who would still deserves to play, therefore the sustainability of the Club and its
teams will always take precedent over the individual.

DCVC places high value on the development of leadership qualities and learning to be
a “go to” athlete on your own team.

The provision that allows an athlete to play in an age category that is older than their
developmental age is intended to recognize the rare circumstances where an athlete
demonstrates exceptional ability, attitude, emotional maturity, skill level and size to
be successful in an older age category.
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V.  Theathlete must be able to demonstrate a clear ability to play at an older age category
and doing so must benefit athlete’s short and long-term development, as well as be
considered a positive addition to the team.

5. Policy

I.  Each request will be considered on an individual basis by the DCVC Board of Directors.

a.

Athletes and parents must complete and submit to the DCVC President the
“Athlete Request Form” at least two weeks before first day of tryouts.

Il.  Aseparate athlete evaluation team will be established if needed as each situation is
unique and different factors are must be weighed to make an informed decision.

Ill.  Before a player is moved, an evaluation must be completed by a team that includes one
of each of the following:

a.
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The athlete’s current head coach

The head coach of the older team

A coach from one of the other DCVC teams

A director from the DCVC Board of Directors

An external evaluator (not currently a DCVC member) (if available and must
be approved by the Board of Directors)

IV.  The evaluation team will consider the following:

a. Does the athlete possess the capability to compete at a higher level?

b. Is their developmental age appropriate for the higher level?

c. Does the athlete moving up, put the younger team at risk of no longer being
able to operate or be competitive?

Would the athlete likely be in the top 6-7 athletes at the end of the season?

e. Are there social/emotional barriers or benefits to a successful season?

f. Isthere a position specific need that would allow the athlete additional
playing time or developmental opportunities on the team in an older age
category?

g. Are there any benefits in training at their own age?

V. Inthe majority of cases, athletes will only be allowed to move up one age category.
VI.  Prior to any offers being made to players by coaches, the evaluation team members will

provide their recommendations to the Board of Directors for a final decision.



